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plotting, and—most important—the vibrant presence of Harry Bosch. (Nov.)

The Lazarus Vault

★ Forever Rumpole:
The Best of the Rumpole Stories

Tom Harper. Arrow (IPG, dist.), $12.95 trade
paper (480p) ISBN 978-0-09954-783-9

John Mortimer. Viking, $30 (528p) ISBN 978-0-670-02306-6

Fans of Harper’s First Crusade trilogy
(The Mosaic of Shadows, etc.) will find the
subtlety and creativity of those books missing from this Da Vinci Code wannabe,
which also borrows heavily from Grisham’s
The Firm. When Ellie Stanton, a British
medieval history grad student, shows up
for a job interview with Vivian Blanchard,
the director of London’s Monsalvat Bank,
Blanchard offers her a lucrative position on
the spot, despite her lack of any relevant
background. The salary, living quarters,
and fringe benefits are too good to refuse.
Of course, it’s soon apparent that the bank
is up to something sinister. Warned that
the sixth floor is off-limits, Stanton discovers that the building stops at the fifth
floor. Meanwhile, a Luxembourg bank examiner encounters dirty dealings at a
Monsalvat branch. The author’s efforts to
transform a meek academic into an action
figure are less than convincing. (Nov.)

t the start of “Rumpole and the Younger Generation,”
the first story in this posthumous “best of” collection,
Mortimer’s curmudgeonly, Wordsworth-quoting barrister, Horace Rumpole, mentions that he’ll be “sixtyeight next birthday.” The case at hand involves a younger
member of South London’s nonviolently criminal Timson
clan, and a key point in the accused lad’s trial hinges on
the date of a Rolling Stones concert that year, 1965. In the
penultimate, post-9/11 entry, “Rumpole and the Christmas
Break,” Rumpole defends a Pakistani student accused of murdering a history professor, Honoria Glossup (a name borrowed from Mortimer’s literary mentor, P.G.
Wodehouse), who wrote a book critical of “the cruelties committed by Islamic
fundamentalists.” In the decades in between, in a number of witty, ingeniously
plotted adventures that often deal with issues of the day (the women’s movement,
animal rights, euthanasia), the ageless, principled barrister must contend with
colleagues who scheme to bring about his retirement (when they aren’t hoping for
his demise); judges who blatantly favor the prosecution; and his disapproving
wife, Hilda (aka “She Who Must Be Obeyed”). A glass or two of Chateau Thames
Embankment at Pommeroy’s Wine Bar offers consolation. Ann Mallalieu, a barrister who worked with the, alas, mortal Mortimer (1923–2009) and made the selections, provides an illuminating introduction. A fragment of an uncompleted
novel rounds out a volume sure to be treasured by both old fans and new.

Well-Offed in Vermont:
A Pret’ Near Perfect Mystery
Amy Patricia Meade. Midnight Ink (www.midnightinkbooks.com), $14.95 trade paper
(240p) ISBN 978-0-7387-2590-1

At the start of this charming first in a
new cozy series from Meade (Black
Moonlight), New Yorkers Stella Buckley, a
medieval tapestry specialist, and Nick,
her forest ranger husband, are looking
forward to moving into the 1890 farmhouse they’ve just purchased in Windsor
County, Vermont. But when local businessman Allen Weston turns up dead in
their water tank, they’re locked out of
their new home. Since they hope to move
in before the winter, the couple involve
themselves in the search for the killer. As
the suspects—including an eccentric
neighbor, a kindly sheriff, and their own
realtor—pile up, Stella and Nick learn
that nearly everyone wanted Weston
dead—and that their investigation may
be putting others in danger. Likable leads
and unexpected twists help make up for
the occasional clunky phrase or over-explained snippet of exposition. (Nov.)

A

★ Cold Cruel Winter:

A Richard Nottingham Mystery
Chris Nickson. Severn/Crème de la Crime,
$28.95 (224p) ISBN 978-1-78029-005-8

Set in 1732, Nickson’s superb followup to 2010’s The Broken Token finds
Richard Nottingham, constable of the city
of Leeds, fearful that he will lose more
loved ones after his older daughter falls ill
and dies. An especially hard winter is
making things tough for the entire community. Then a savage murder—that of
wool merchant Samuel Graves, whose
throat was cut and the skin flayed from his
back—tests Nottingham and his men to
their utmost. While the motive for the
mutilation murder of the respectable
Graves isn’t obvious, the constable soon
learns the grisly reason for the trophy taking. Other victims will follow, he realizes,
if he doesn’t manage to stop the butcher
first. Nickson, who does an excellent job
depicting an honest, damaged policeman
trying to seek justice at a time when influence trumps truth, may yet join the front
rank of historical mystery writers. (Nov.)

The Devil’s Ribbon
D.E. Meredith. Minotaur, $25.99 (304p) ISBN
978-0-312-55769-0

A cholera outbreak plagues 1858
London in Meredith’s lively if often gruesome second historical featuring forensic
professor Alphonse Hatton and his assistant, Albert Roumande (after 2010’s
Devoured). At the same time, Fenians fighting for Irish home rule are committing
terrorist acts across England. In London’s
squalid St. Giles neighborhood, home to
many impoverished Irish, firebrand Father
O’Brian is stirring up riots. When Gabriel
McCarthy, MP, hated by his fellow Irish as
“the appeaser of Highgate” for compromising with the British, is poisoned in his
fashionable home, his radical brother and
heir, Damien, becomes the prime suspect.
A series of vicious killings follows, with
every victim found to have a bright green
ribbon stuck in his throat as a sinister
warning from extremist Fenian
“Ribbonmen.” Hatton joins forces with
flamboyant detective Jeremiah Grey to investigate, though the professor is distractW W W . P U B L I S H E R S W E E K LY. C O M

49

